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hand to help in carrying, though the Abbot had
commanded that none should approach except called.
And the Loculus was placed in the Shrine; and the
pannel it had stood on was put in its place, and the
Shrine for the present closed. We all thought that
the Abbot would show the Loculus to the people;
and bring out the Sacred Body again, at a certain
period of the Festival. But in this we were wofully
mistaken, as the sequel shows.
10 ' For in the fourth holiday of the Festival, while
the Convent were all singing Completorium, our
Lord Abbot spoke privily with the Sacristan and
Walter the Medicus; and order was taken that
twelve of the Brethren should be appointed against
midnight, who were strong for carrying the pannel-
planks of the Shrine, and skilful in unfixing them,
and putting them together again. The Abbot then
said that it was among his prayers to look once
upon the Body of his Patron; and that he wished
20 the Sacristan and Walter the Medicus to be with
him. The Twelve appointed Brethren were these:
The Abbot's two Chaplains, the two Keepers of the
Shrine, the two Masters of the Vestry; and six
more, namely, the Sacristan Hugo, Walter the
Medicus, Augustin, William of Dice, Eobert and
Richard I, alas, was not of the number..
'The Convent therefore being all asleep, these
Twelve, clothed in their albs, with the Abbot, as-
sembled at the Altar; and opening a pannel of
30 the Shrine, they took out the Loculus; laid it on
a table, near where the Shrine used to be; and